Sketches from Mark Twain by unknown
Ted H . Funk phoros 
Samuel Clem.ens as he appeared 111. his lat er life, 
portrayed by Charles Closser, Jr. 
SKETCHES FROM MARK TWAIN 
Select ions from Lhe works of Mark Twain, presented 
by readers using on ly minimal scenery and costumes, 
won enthusiastic approva l of audiences in the Univer-
sity Theatre in December. As the cast members relied 
on ex pression and body movement to bring the 
various Twa in characters to life, the sparse settings 
seemed not to matter, so effective were the perform-
ances. The sketches, Litl ed "Mark Twa in : Mis-
sourian," were presented on two nights by the inter-
pretation area of the department of speech and dra-
maLic art of the University. The program was open 
to the public without charge and was part of the 
annua l observance of Arts and Science Week. 
Scenes were drawn from the author's "Autobiog-
raphy," "Life on the Mississippi," "The Gilded Age," 
"Innocents Abroad," "The American Claimant," "The 
Adventures of Tom Sawyer," "The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn ," "The Diaries of Adam and Eve," 
and "Roughing Jt." 
With the except ion of "Life on the Mississippi," 
the script, compi led by Dr. Frances McCurdy, asso-
ciaLe professor of speech, followed Lh e chronologica l 
development of Twa in as a wriLer. While the rich-
ness of Twa in 's diver ity was represented, the empha-
sis was on the happier moments. Twain's de light 
in the M ississippi River, his reco ll eCLions of the 
"Oush times" in the West, his nostalgi a for what he 
remembered as idyllic days in Hannibal, Missouri, 
his exuberant Americanism, his humor that could de-
generate inLo burlesque, and his tenderness were rep-
resenLed in the sketches that formed Lhe scenes pre-
sented. 
Charles Clos er, Jr., graduate student in speech, 
in the role of Mark Twain, introduced the sketches 
and then, whi le seated before his desk at the side of 
the stage, provided the narration (or tran iti on of 
the scenes. His comments gave a co ntinuity to the 
succession of scenes and added interest. Preceding 
each sketch, the title and an illustration from the 
story were projected on a scrim curtain which was 
raised to disclose the scene. 
A ll members of the cast were drawn from the be-
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Charles McNames (le f t) as Capt. Bixby and David Nue ll as young Mark T wain in a scene from 
"Life on the Mississip pi," one of several ske tches presen ted in University Theatre. 
ginning and ad va nced classes in ora l in te rprc La Li on. 
T he reader had ab le ass i La nce. M usic and da nce 
were used to aid in the inLcrpreLatio n of the scenes. 
David O'Haga n, in str ucto r in Lh e department of 
music, provided p ia no accompa ni men t for the 
sketches. M iss Vicki H eckem eycr, junior 111 the 
College of Educa Li o n, was the choreograp her. 
Dr. McCu rd y sa id thaL since the emphasis in Ans 
and Science Week in 1964. was o n the art, Lhe cho ice 
of sketches fro m the works of Mark Twa in was de-
signed to show the a rti str y o f o ne of the g reatest 
America n w ri ters who was a M issouri an. 
Participa n ts in the program in clu ded C har les Clos-
ser, the Rev. Mar lowe Anderson, Wendy arno, C . 
Alice Donaldson a nd Jud ith W ilso n, Columbia; Ca l-
vin Stoney, Ful ton ; Dav id N ue ll , Ka nsas C ity; C harles 
Mc_ ames, Colorado Springs, Co lo.; Su J ames, Dayton, 
Ohio; R obert Everd ing, St. Loui s; Terry Lay, Web-
ster G roves; T homas Pallen, Affton ; Anne Donaway, 
Cabool; Vick y Heckemeyer a nd J oy Ra idt, Sikeston ; 
and Pamela Overturff, Spring fi e ld . 
R obert Everding as T om Sawyer has an 
interested onlooker in Wendy 
Sarno as Bechy T hatcher. 
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